Brunswick History Commission: Board Meeting Minutes, December 18, 2025

Attending: Dr. Wayne Allgaier (Chair), Mr. Peter Wenner (Secretary), Mr. John Faith (Board
Member), Mr. Bruce Funk (Board Member), Mr. Tim Wilson (Board Member), Ms. Jackie
Ebersole (Board Member), Councilman John Caves (City Council Liaison), Ariel Gonzalez

(Guest)

Absent: David McIntosh (Board Member)

The meeting was called to order in the Train Station location at 7.05pm by Dr. Allgaier. The
minutes from the September 25 board meeting had been approved unanimously by email and
submitted to Carrie Myers.

The meeting covered the following topics:

1. Budget:

o FY2026:

Budget/ Expenditures, YTD: Of our $1,000 annual budget, we’ve spent
$335 on website hosting, with $665 remaining.

o Elizabeth and Emory Frye budget:

The balance is $17,481.86.

Our plan is to commit approximately $500 on production of the
Berlin/Brunswick timeline banner and the remainder on 5 additional
historical signs to be produced in 2026.

2. Distinguished Citizens Luncheon for 2026:
o An ad will run in the January issue of the Brunswick News-Journal soliciting
nominations from the public.
o We have received between 35-40 nominations so far.
o We will hold our first meeting to vet nominees in February. In addition to all
members of the board, Julie Maynard will be asked to participate.

3. Newspapers:

o Brunswick Citizen:

Dr. Allgaier will visit the Maryland State Archives in January to see what
they have on file. If we’re able to fill in the gaps in their collection from
ours, we can potentially leverage their process for microfilming a
complete archive.

In parallel, we will re-apply for a Miller grant to microfilm our collection.
A letter of intent is due on January 9. February 6 is the deadline for
submission.

o Status of microfilm reader: A key part is needed to make it operational.



4. Physical facilities (train station):
o The lights and carpeting in the History Commission board room are scheduled to
be replaced.

5. Public outreach:
o Review of recent events:
= Railroad Days (October 4-5)
= GBACC Expo (November 8)
e The timeline mock-up was showcased at both Fall events with the
suggestion noted to include Brunswick’s appearance in the 1986
Little League World Series.
o Coming events (2026): The board agreed to participate in the following:
= Spring Fest (end of May)
= Railroad Days (October)
= GBACC Expo (November)
o Other outreach:
= Website:
e Dr. Allgaier continues to scan daily newspapers for obituaries and
other items of Brunswick historical interest.
e Mr. Wenner continues to archive Smoketown History postings.
=  Brunswick News-Journal articles
e Dr. Allgaier to approach Ellis Burruss about posting all back issues
of the newspaper to the website.

6. Timeline:
o The board spent approximately 45 minutes reviewing the latest iteration.
o Members were encouraged to proofread the text for errors and typos.

Next quarterly meeting: Thursday evening, March 12, 2026, at 7:00pm.



