Brunswick History Commission: Board Meeting Minutes, June 26, 2025

Attending: Dr. Wayne Allgaier (Chair), Mr. Peter Wenner (Secretary), Mr. John Faith (Board Member),
Mr. Tim Wilson (Board Member), Ms. Jackie Ebersole (Board Member), David McIntosh (Board
Member), Mr. Bruce Funk, Councilman John Caves (City Council Liaison), Ariel Gonzalez (Guest)

The meeting was called to order in the Train Station at 7pm by Dr. Allgaier. The minutes from the March
board meeting had been approved unanimously by email and submitted to Carrie Myers.

The meeting covered the following topics:

1. Budget Review:

o FY2025: From a budget of $1,000, our YTD expenditures are $933.65.
o  FY2026: The budget approved by City Council is $1,000.
o Elizabeth and Emory Frye budget balance: $17,583.92.

2. 2025 Distinguished Citizens recognition (September 14):
e Bios: All but 2 of the 11 full bios have been completed. Abbreviated bios for the
September Brunswick News-Journal are due by August 1.
e Pins: The commemorative pins, which will be given to each honoree, have been
completed by Buck Musser, who created the design and is covering the cost.
e Publicity: We will promote the September 14 luncheon at the Eagles Club, at a cost of
$20 for the meal, to the public, as follows:
i. Brunswick News-Journal: Display ad in August issue; Abbreviated bios in
September issue.
ii. History Commission Facebook page.
iii. City website and Facebook page.

3. Brunswick historical timeline:

o Status of gathering historic information: We have information compiled for a 4-panel
display, but need photos for some milestones, as well as review and approval by the
board.

e Production of panels: Dr. Allgaier and Mr. Wilson will review 2 display format options at
the Imagination Center in Frederick and report back to the board with a recommendation.

¢ Funding: Mr. McIntosh moved that we pay for production from the Frye fund; Mr. Faith
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.

4. Newspapers:

o Blade-Times is available online, with some gaps, but not searchable, at the Maryland
State Archives and Enoch Pratt Library.

e Brunswick Citizen: Since the Maryland State Archives is missing several issues, Dr.
Allgaier will visit there to determine what’s missing and what we could potentially
donate from our collection.

e Status of microfilm reader(s): reports that all 3 readers work, but we need a cable for the
medium-sized device that is compatible with the Canon 300 scanner.

5. Physical facilities (including dehumidifier and A/C):
e The city recommends keeping the A/C at 65 degrees in summer months to control the
humidity at a level necessary to preserve documents.



The city has also offered use the room next door to the meeting room for storage of
the Citizen newspapers. Dr. Allgaier will talk to Carrie about using that room for
storing other items that don’t require climate control.

6. Public outreach:

Spring Fest (May 31): This event was considered an overwhelming success despite the
rain.

Railroad Days (October 4-5): We will consider reusing the baseball exhibit from Spring
Fest or debut the timeline display, if it is completed by then. Mr. Wilson will speak to
Lauren Craker at City Hall about occupying our preferred space outside the train station.
Veterans Day Parade (November 97): Mr. Wilson suggested a display of Brunswick
veterans. If we decide to move forward, we’ll need to determine how to display on a
truck.

Facebook page: Mr. Faith has been posting regularly and getting solid engagement from
page followers.

Brunswick News-Journal articles: Regular articles authored by the board are being
published. Future topics will include “Town Between the Tracks” (Mr. Wenner) in
October.

Next quarterly meeting: Thursday evening, September 25, 2025 at 7 pm.




